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he began immediately to negotiate for Dominicans and
Franciscans and learned seculars to assist him in his
diocesan work; to organize visitations, to oppose monastic
impropriations, to instruct his clergy by letters, or (in 1238)
by synodal constitutions. His campaign against encroach- -
ments on clerical privileges began as early as 1236; and
although, as the reign advanced, other general matters^
engaged his attention—papal provisions, royal taxation of"
clerical incomes, archiepiscopal visitations—although he
took the lead in royal and episcopal councils, and was drawn
into friendship with Simon de Montfort and with him into
some enterprise of national reform in Church and State, his
activities still centred round his diocese. His judgements
seem determined by its needs and problems, and from the
difficulties he experienced in it resulted the searching criti-
cism of abuses in the church system on which his episcopal
reputation largely rests.
To compare Roger Weseham's work as Bishop of
Coventry and Lichfield with Grosseteste's is natural. For,
like his, it was essentially pastoral, and Roger Weseham,
like Grosseteste, had been reader to the Franciscans, and
worked with him, first as Archdeacon of Oxford, after 1241
as dean of the cathedral,1 and was promoted through his
influence to his bishopric,2 Accordingly we find him gather-
ing round him in his diocese learned men.3 He wrote
Institute for the edification of his clergy, instructing them
in dogma and suggesting topics for sermons,4 He drew
up c articles of visitation', which are based on those of
Grosseteste*5
Grosseteste and Roger Weseham are particularly men-
tioned by Eccleston as bishops who loved the Franciscan
Order.6 The Dominicans especially honoured St. Edmund
and St. Richard. When Edmund of Abingdon died, and
miracles were performed at Pontigny and Catesby, demands
1 Appendix C, Pt. IV.	a Ghron* Maj. iv, 4*4, 425.
3	These include the Franciscan Brother Vincent (Eccleston, Dt Adwntu Fra-
trum Minorum, p. 76), John of Basingstoke, the Greek scholar (]. L. Neve, fasti
Ecdesiae Angliae, L 565), and Ralph of Sempringham, Chancellor of the Oxford
schools (Ann. Mon. L 317),
4	MS. Bodley 57, f. 96.	5 Ann. Mon. i. 396-8,
6 Also Roger Niger.   Eccleston, pp. 60, 61, 75, 117,

